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Dr D Ramaiah, Director, CSIR-NEIST handing over the technology package Dr D Ramaiah, Director, CSIR-NEIST handing over the technology package
of Jor Lab L-8 to Mr Jayanta Saikia, Manager, M/s Radhabari Tea Company of Liquid Deodorant Cleaner to Mr Parsha P Bordoloi from M/s JPL Industries
in presence of the technology team and other staff members. in presence of the technology team and other staff members

CSIR-NEIST transferred the newly developed improved variety of Lemongrass, ‘Jor Lab L-8’, to M/s Radhabari Tea Company
Private Limited, Golaghat (Assam) on 2 August 2017 for commercial cultivation and processing. Mr Jayanta Saikia, Manager of
the company also undertook demonstration of the cultivation practice and its oil processing under the supervision of Dr Mohan
Lal, Scientist & technology team leader. The Institute also transferred its process technology on Liquid Deodorant Cleaner for
commercialization to M/s JPL Industries, Tinsukia on 29 August 2017. Mr Parsha P Bordoloi, representative from the company
signed the technology transfer agreement. Mr Bordoloi also undertook training/demonstration of the technology under the
supervision of Dr Tridip Goswami, Pr Scientist & technology team leader.

CSIR-NEIST INKS MOU WITH NGOS FOR IMPLEMENTING CSIR AROMA MISSION

Clock-wise from top left: Dr D Ramaiah, Director, CSIR-NEIST handing over the
signed MoU fo Mr R K Barman, President, Juriya Aromatic Small Farmers' Unit,
Goalpara on 24 October 2017. Dr G N Qazi, Chairman, Research Council,
CSIR-NEIST, handing over the signed MoUs fo Mr Tankadhar Podh, Manager,
Social Action for Odisha and Mr Joram Neni, Chairman, Subansiri Research &
Social Welfare Society, Arunachal Pradesh.
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CSIR AROMA MISSION LAUNCHED AT MIZORAM

R e — Lol e Hon’ble Chief Minister of Mizoram, Shri Lal Thanhawla launched the
- ‘CSIR-Aroma Mission’ at Lunglei, Mizoram on 24 August 2017 in presence
of CSIR-NEIST team led by Dr P Sengupta, Director-in-charge. Under this
flagship programme of CSIR, CSIR-NEIST aims to boost cultivation of
economically important aromatic plants like Citronella, Lemongrass and
Patchouli in NE region, thus helping the farmers to take up farming of
alternative crops with better economic value. The Institute will be working
closely with several local NGOs to promote the cultivation of these plants
which require less attention and can be done in unproductive waste lands
] including those affected by water scarcity. It is hoped that the initiative

i g - g would not only boost the cultivation but also help in value-addition of
Shri Lal Thanhawla, Hon'ble Chief Minister of Mizoram, delivering his ~ aromatic plants which will greatly benefit the aroma industries. At a solemn

address on the occasion. ceremony held at Convention Centre, Lunglei, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri
Shri Lal Thanhawla addressed an august gathering of farmers, members from the All Mizoram Farmers’ Union and other dignitaries
besides CSIR-NEIST team. Dr P Sengupta while speaking on the occasion highlighted the aims and objectives of the Mission
programme and said that in the next three years, a minimum of 800 hectares of land in the North Eastern region is likely to be
brought under cultivation of various aromatic crops while generating employment among rural youth and creating trained and skilled
manpower leading to economic upliftment of the rural people.

CSIR AROMA MISSION LAUNCHED AT MANIPUR

@“ P 1 L’_ CSIR-NEIST launched the CSIR Aroma Mission project in the state of
. _HUN'CHIL'G PROGRAM: .2/ Manipur on 19 September 2017. Dr Najma Heptulla, Hon’ble Governor of
(), Rndhre vact & e s P Manipur launched the programme in a solemn ceremony held at
v : Tf”"' / CSIR-NEIST Branch Laboratory, Imphal, in the presence of Dr D Ramaiah,
3 Director, CSIR-NEIST and staff members. In her address during the
; B e o e e oo function, Dr Heptulla stressed the importance of biodiversity conservation ‘
| W“‘“"“"‘J and extended her help & support for the mission programme in the state. A ;

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed and exchange between
CSIR-NEIST and All Manipur Trained Medicinal & Aromatic Plants
Promoters Consortium for implementation of the CSIR Aroma Mission in
500 hectares of land in the state of Manipur. The launching function was
e e also attended by Dr Pinaki Sengupta, Chief Scientist, CSIR-NEIST as guest

on the occasion. of hounour and Dr S P Saikia, Principal Investigator, CSIR Aroma Mission.

CSIR-NEIST CELEBRATED THE 71°" INDEPENDENCE DAY

[l
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Dr D Ramaiah, Director, CSIR-NEIST inspecting the Guard of Honour. Dr Ramaiah delivering his address on the occasion.

CSIR-NEIST celebrated the country’s 71st Independence Day with great joy and enthusiasm on 15 August 2017 with a flag hoisting
ceremony held in front of the Administrative Block. CSIR-NEIST staff members along with their families, students and teachers of
NEIST Kendriya Vidyalaya (KV) turned in large numbers to celebrate the day. Dr D Ramaiah, Director, CSIR-NEIST inspected the
Guard of Honour and unfurled the National Flag followed by the National Anthem played to mark the celebration. Dr Ramaiah then
took the salute of march past performed by CSIR-NEIST fraternity and students of KV. Delivering his address on the occasion, Dr
Ramaiah recalled the vision, sacrifices and determination of our past leaders, freedom fighters and citizens which led to the country’s
independence and developments over its journey of 70 independent years. He exhorted everyone present to renew their
responsibilities as a citizen and continue to work for national integrity and contribute in nation building process. Dr Ramaiah also
gave a brief of the contribution of CSIR and particularly CSIR-NEIST towards the society over the years. As a part of the celebration,
sweets and replicas of National Flag were later distributed to all present.
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i CSIR-NEIST CELEBRATED THE 76™ CSIR FOUNDATION DAY

CSIR-NEIST celebrated the 76" Foundation Day of its apex body, Council
of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) on 25 September 2017 with a
day-long programme at its premise. A special function was held at Dr J N
Baruah auditorium wherein Dr Mukul R Jain, Senior Vice President,
Zydus Research Centre, Cadila Healthcare Limited, Ahmedabad graced ‘
the function as Chief Guest and delivered the Foundation Day Lecture. Dr }
D Ramaiah, Director, CSIR-NEIST presided over the function. In his ‘
welcome address, Dr Ramaiah briefed some of the significant ‘
contributions of CSIR over the years. He also mentioned about the
association of CSIR-NEIST with Zydus Cadila regarding joint
// programmes on drug development. Delivering the CSIR Foundation Day
NN SR Lecture on the topic, ‘Should Indian Pharma Industry Change its Generic
Dr Mukul R Jain delivering the 76th CSIR Foundation Day Lecture Mindset? Can India Discover New Drugs?’, Dr Jain contemplated deeply
on the general psyche and position of our nation particularly in the Pharmaceutical industry in development of novel drugs. He
mentioned that although the Indian Pharma Industry is stereotyped as a Generic Industry, it is indeed a global hub for pharmaceutical
products which is reflected in the no. of products manufactured. Reiterating the potential of the country to innovate and develop new
drugs, he highlighted the various growth drivers for Indian Pharma Industry such as skilled manpower, state-of-the-art infrastructure
facilities, and policy support from the Govt. Dr Jain further touched upon the evolution of Indian Pharma Sector vis-a-vis Patent
scenario and said that the vision of Zydus is to establish itself as a fully research based pharma company by 2020. On the occasion,
CSIR-NEIST publication, ‘Annual Report 2016-17’ was released by the Chief Guest. Employees who retired during September 2016
to August 2017 were felicitated with CSIR Sanman Patras & Mementoes and also those who completed 25 years in Council’s
Council’s service were felicitated. Further, certificates and prizes were
distributed to the winners of various competitions held under the
occasion Drawing, Essay, Debate and Quiz competitions held among
the school students and staff members. Like previous years, this year
also, CSIR-NEIST awarded cash prizes to SC/ST students of NE region
who secured the highest percentage in class X from various state
boards under the ‘CSIR scheme of cash award for SC/ST students’.
Further, ‘CSIR-NEIST Golden Jubilee Scholarship scheme for bright
students of NE region’ 2016-17 was awarded to 2 (two) meritorious
students from Assam belonging to economically weak background. The
programme was attended by dignitaries, invitees, eminent personalities
from in and around Jorhat district, besides CSIR-NEIST fraternity. As a
part of the celebration, CSIR-NEIST also observed ‘Open Day’ during ST/SC students felicitated on the occasion with Dr D Ramaiah,
which students from in and around Jorhat and general public visited the Director, CSIR-NEIST and Dr Mukul R Jain, Chief Guest of the
Institute and interacted with scientists. AR,

23" DR J N BARUAH MEMORIAL LECTURE HELD AT CSIR-NEIST

Dr D Ramaiah, Director, CSIR-NEIST delivering welcome address on Padmabhushan Dr A V Rama Rao delivering the 23r¢ Dr J N Baurah
the occasion. Memoirial Lecture.
The 23rd Dr J N Baruah Memorial Lecture was held at CSIR-NEIST on 1 September 2017 with a special programme at Dr J Baruah
auditorium. The programme was jointly organized by Dr J N Baruah Memorial Trust; Assam Science Society (Jorhat branch) and
CSIR-NEIST. It is to be mentioned that Dr J N Baruah Memorial Lecture is held annually in the honour and fond memory of Late Dr
J N Baruah, Former Director of CSIR-NEIST and an eminent scientist and educationist from Assam. Padmabhushan Dr A V Rama
Rao, Founder, Chairman & Managing Director, Avra Laboratories Pvt.Ltd., Hyderabad, graced the occasion as Chief Guest and
delivered the Memorial Lecture while Dr R S C Jayaraj, Director, Rain Forest Research Institute, Jorhat attended as Guest of
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Honour. The function was presided over by Dr R C Boruah, Former Outstanding Scientist, CSIR-NEIST & President, Assam Science
Society (Jorhat branch). Dr D Ramaiah, Director, CSIR-NEIST delivered the welcome address. Delivering the Memorial Lecture on
‘Science and its Relevance to Society’, Dr Rama Rao spoke about his journey as a Scientist, Technologist and Entrepreneur. He
very lucidly explained some of the complex compounds like Duanomycin, Glucasomine, Vancomycin, Diazepam and AZT (the first
HIV drug) and his work in synthesizing these compounds which have directly impacted the Indian drug industry and outside. Dr Rao
also spoke about his journey in establishing the Avra Laboratories and the various industrial projects handled by it. On the occasion,
the bust of Late Dr J N Baruah was unveiled by the Chief Guest, at the Dr J N Baruah Auditorium premises. Delivering his speech
appealed to all and particularly the Assam Science Society to promote
& educate the importance of sustainable use of natural sources and to
motivate the teachers to inculcate scientific temperament among the
students. Dr Manash Protim Baruah, son of Late Dr J N Baruah in his
short speech extended his personal greetings and gratitude to the
distinguished speaker for the exemplary lecture on this memorable day.
In his Presidential Address, Dr R C Boruah extended his gratitude to the
Chief Guest for his exemplary lecture which he said is important for a
science oriented society and very much relevant to the significance of
the day. As a part of the event, this year the Late Dr J N Baruah Student
Scholarship was awarded to Mr Partha J Dutta, a student of class Xl
(science) of Crescent Academy, Jorhat. The programme was attended
by an august gathering of CSIR--NEIST fraternity, invited guests,

dignitaries, members from the Assam Science Society, Dr J N Baruah Dr A'V Rama Rao, unveiling the bust of Late Dr J N Baruah in presence
Memorial Trust and school students of Dr D Ramaiah, Director, CSIR-NEIST and other dignitaries.
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP ON TECHNOLOGY EMPOWERMENT OF NORTH-EAST: WATER, ENERGY AND
COMMUNICATION SOLUTIONS (TENE-WECS) HELD AT CSIR-NEIST

A three-day Project Development Workshop on ‘Technology
Empowerment of North-East: Water, Energy and Communication
Solutions (TENE-WECS)’ was held at CSIR-NEIST during 2-4 November
2017. The workshop was organized by CSIR-NISTADS, New Delhi in
association with CSIR-NEIST and supported by AICTE under a flagship
project of CSIR-NISTADS & AICTE aimed at empowering 90 technical
institutes and colleges of North East in the areas of Energy, Water and
Communication. The main objective of the workshop was to provide a
platform for close interaction between the technical institutes,
CSIR-NISTADS and AICTE for development of project proposals and
their future implementation. The workshop was inaugurated on 2
November, 2017 which was presided over by Dr D Ramaiah, Director, = - . -
CSIR-NEIST and graced by Dr P K Mishra, President (NEKF) & Vice Participants of the Workshop along with the organizing team
Chancellor, Kaziranga University as the Chief Guest. The technical sessions held during 3-4 November 2017 saw intensive
discussions and hands-on exercise on project(s) formulation followed by their evaluation under the technical supervision of experts
from AICTE led by Prof Dileep N Malkhede, Adviser (RIFD), CSIR-NISTADS team led by Dr Vipan Kumar, Head-Project Monitoring
& Evaluation and Prof Rupam Kakoti, Head-Energy Sciences, Tezpur University. A short press meet was also held on 4 November
2017 chaired by Dr P Goswami, Director, NISTADS. The concluding session was held on 4 November 2017 presided over by Dr P
Goswami, Director, CSIR-NISTADS. Altogether 27 faculty members from 23 technical institutes & colleges of Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and Sikkim participated in the workshop.

CSIR-NEIST ORGANIZED STUDENT-SCIENTIST INTERACTIVE PROGRAMME UNDER JIGYASA

‘ A 3-day programme under CSIR’s Student-Scientist connect programme,
| ‘JIGYASA’ was organized by the institute at its premise during 28-30
=f August 2017. A total of 70 students of standard IX from Kendriya

Vidyalaya-NEIST, Jorhat and Kendriya Vidyalaya-Air force Station, Jorhat
attended the programme along with 4 teachers. The Programme is
expected to connect 1151 KVs with 38 National Laboratories of CSIR and
will target 100,000 students and nearly 1000 teachers annually. The
programme commenced with a short inaugural function at Dr J N Baruah
Auditorium on 28 August 2017. Mr Partha Paul, Scientist & Coordinator of
the programme spoke about the genesis of the programme and the
various activities to be covered during the period. Dr D Ramaiah,
Director, CSIR-NEIST in his address to the students encouraged them to
make the most of it by taking active p.articipation in all the sessic'xns. He Pariicisaiing sl mre fespiem oF JEGAA progran siong Wik
further added that the younger generation are the future of our nation and Director, CSIR-NEIST and organizing team members.
through this programme, CSIR aims to reach out and nurture these
young minds by exposing them to the scientific developments taking place in various Institutes and thus motivating them to be a part
of nation’s growth. The 3-day programme included notable presentations by various resource persons on topics like Astrophysics,
Mathematics, Nano-science, Chemistry, Zoopharmacognosy Biology and alike with practical experiments. Besides technical
lectures, a session on career guidance was also held wherein various career opportunities in the field of science & technology were
apprised to the students. The programme concluded with a Valedictory function held on 30 August 2017 wherein certificates were
distributed to all the students and the teachers.

CSIR-NEIST EXTENDED TRAINING TO SCHOOL DROPOUTS UNDER CSIR 800 PROGRAMME

Under the on-going series of training programmes held under CSIR 800 i PO - R T
programme, CSIR-NEIST imparted training on Mushroom cultivation and
cultivation of aromatic plants and oil distillation techniques to 17 school
dropout students of the Institute of Cultural and Rural Development
(I-CARD), Baghchung, Jorhat at its premise during 2-3 August 2017. The
main aim of the programme was to train and encourage the unemployed
youth to adopt these low cost technologies for income generation by
venturing into commercial production and be self sustained. The training
programme included detailed demonstration and hands-on training on

cultivation practice. The programme was coordinated by Dr S P Saikia,

Sr Scientist. Trainees of the programme with CSIR-NEIST team during the hands-on
demonstration
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STUDENTS VISIT CSIR-NEIST ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS

Mr Madhurjya Saikia, Senior Technical Officer, interacting with the students of Gyan Yatra programme at Dr J N Baruah Auditorium, CSIR-NEIST.
Under Gyan Yatra (Educational Tour) programme of Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan Jorhat held annually, about 2800
students of class IX along with around 200 teachers from 46 schools of Jorhat visited CSIR-NEIST during 30 October to 3 November
2017. Also, 385 studenst and teachers from Lakhimpur, Dhemaji, Dima-Hasao and Karbi Anglong Distrcits of Assam visited the
institute under Chief Minister's Gyan Jyoti Programme during November 2017. During the period, the students visited various
divisions and interacted with the scientists. Besides, more than 500 students from 8 schools of Jorhat, Nagaon and Sivasagar
districts visited the Institute on various occasions during October-November 2017.
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a-glucosidase inhibition and cytotoxicity effects, Materials Letters,
2018, 211 p: 48-50

33. Pramanik S, Das M R, Das D, Das P: Sustainable Redox
Chemistry Route to Multifaceted Fe-Pd Heteronanostructure: Delving
into the Synergistic Influence in Catalysis, Chemistry Select, 2017, 2 p:
4577-4585

34. Borah A, Sharma A, Hazarika H, Gogoi P: Synthesis of
2,3-Disubstituted 1,4-Naphthoquinones via Metal-Free C(sp2)-H
Functionalization followed by Suzuki Cross-Coupling Reactions,
Chemistry Select, 2017, 2 p: 9999- 10003

35. Singh A, Kumar M R, Mohanty D D, Singh C, Biswas R, Srinagesh
D: Crustal Structure Beneath India and Tibet: New Constraints From
Inversion of Receiver Functions, Journal of Geophysical Research:
Solid Earth, 2017, 122 p: 1-21

In National Peer Reviewed Journals

1. Banik D, Bora P P, Kumar V S, Bezbaruah R L: Conspectus on
Indian Gymnacranthera and Myristica, Rheedea, 2017, 27(1), p: 1-12

2. Choudhury R, Saikia J, Saikia B K: Mineralogical and ash
geochemical studies of coal-mine shale and its hydrocarbon potential:
A case study of shale from Makum coalfield, Northeast India, Journal
of the Geological Society of India, 2017, 90(3), p: 329-334

In Proceedings of Seminars/Conferences

1. Saikia R, Sarma R: Programme topic: Multi -Omics approach for
Microbial Community Profiling, In: 7th Symposium of the DNA Society
of India, DST-IASST, Guwahati, 17 & 18 November 2017.

Colloquium held

Date: 1 August 2017

Topic: Tapping the potential of hottest hotspot of the world biodiversity:
Phytochemical profiling of medicinal plants from SAHYADRI (Western
Ghats)

Speaker: Dr K V Radhakrishnan, Pr Scientist, CSIR-NIIST, Trivandrum

Date: 9 October 2017

Topic: Cancer Drug Research: My Experiences

Speaker: Dr Rituraj Konwar, Senior Scientist, CSIR-Central Drug
Research Institute (CSIR-CDRI), Lucknow

Farewell

The following member(s) of the staff have retired from Council’s
service on superannuation from CSIR-NEIST during August 2017 to
November 2017.

1.Md. Mukibur Rahman, Sr Technical Officer

2.Mr Padmeswar Saikia, Lab Assistant

3.Mr Chandra K Pathak, Lab Assistant

4.Mr Domai R Das, Lab Assistant

5.Mr Biren Das, Group C (Non Tech)

6.Dr Pranab Barkakati, Chief Scientist

7.Mr Chandradhar Tamuli, Lab Assistant

8.Mr Biren Chandra Bora, Lab Assistant

9.Ms. Alokananda Sengupta, Sr Principal Scientist
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